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òThe First Six Monthsó 
 

The first six months of any new responsibility or position can present any number of new 
ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǘŜŜǇ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŎǳǊǾŜΦ  !ƴŘΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ 
ōŜƛƴƎ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ wŜƎƛƻƴ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΦ  ²ŜΩǊŜ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
the five District Directors, some of them who are also new to their position, and the guidance of 
ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ¢ŜŀƳ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΦ  aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ 
Ƨǳǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦ  LǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƻŦŦŜǊ ƻǳǊ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎƛƴŎŜǊŜ ǘƘŀƴƪǎΣ ǘƻ 
those who have assisted us, and supported us, during this transition.  We hope to see everyone 
as we travel to the District Conventions and visit Chapters within the Region 

The past couple of weeks in our area, as well as most of the Southeast, has been inundated 
ǿƛǘƘ ƭƛǉǳƛŘ ǎǳƴǎƘƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ ǇƭŜŀǎŀƴǘ ƛƴŎƭŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΦ  LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ 
rough spring already, and many are having to cope with recovering from some real disasters.  
²ŜΩǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ DƻƭŘ ²ƛƴƎŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŜȄπ
perienced disaster.  We believe that comes from a caring attitude about others, which is a com-
Ƴƻƴ ǘƘǊŜŀŘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ D²ww! ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
characteristics of our association. 

aŀȅ ƛǎ άaƻǘƻǊƛǎǘ !ǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ aƻƴǘƘέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŘŜŀƭ ƻŦ ǇǳōƭƛŎƛǘȅ ōȅ 
Ƴƻǎǘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƴƻǿ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊπ
est and emphasis in this subject, by conducting at least one Motorist Awareness Event at Chapter 
ƭŜǾŜƭΦ  hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘƻƴŜ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƻǘƻǊƛǎǘ !ǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ tǊƻπ
gram, so make sure all activities are reported through the monthly educational reporting system.     

¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ wŜƎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ²Ŝǎǘ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ ά5ƻǿƴ IƻƳŜ wŀƭƭȅέΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ǘƘƛǎ 
ȅŜŀǊ ƛǎ ά/ƻƳŜ tƭŀȅ ²ƛǘƘ ¦ǎέΦ  .ǳȊ ŀƴŘ aƛǎǎȅ aƻǿǊŜǊǎΣ ²± 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘŜŀƳ ƘŀǾŜ 
ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ǎǘƻǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΣ ǎƻ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜƳΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǎΦ  ²ŜΩǾŜ 
ōŜŜƴ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ άōŜŀƴƛŜǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊƻǇŜƭƭŜǊǎέΣ ǎƻ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƴ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƻƻƴ ōŜƎƛƴ ƛƴ {ǳƳƳŜǊǎπ
ǾƛƭƭŜΦ  IƻǇŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ȅŀΩ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ 

Following close on the heels of the West Virginia Convention is 
Wing Ding 33.  So, make your plans now to attend Wing Ding . . . 
ΨŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ōŀŎƪ ȅŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ нлммΦ 

     

                    Ride Safe and Ride Often 

              Ed & Mary Ann Grazier 
       5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎΣ D²ww! !ǇǇŀƭŀŎƘƛŀƴ wŜƎƛƻƴ άbέ 

        ARTICLE PG          ARTICLE PG 

Region N Director 1 National News 7  

Rider Education 2 Motorist Awareness & Team 8  

Couple of They Year 3 Wingless Weekend 9-10  

Membership Enhancement 4-5 MAP Signs For Sale 11  

Leadership Training 6 2011 Convention Schedule 12  
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Rider Education Database 

                  This monthõs article is concerning the Database.  The Database is an extremely important tool for the Rider Education Pro-
gram (REP).  It contains vital information concerning members within the REP.   Some consider the information in the Database as 
not necessary.  From an Educatorõs point of view, itõs extremely necessary.  Example: When reviewing a memberõs eligibility for a 
Masterõs Application, the data available has to be correct.  As the Region Educator, I only get to see the data and compare it with what 
is on the form.  Quite often when reviewing an application, Iõll have to contact a District Educator or even a Chapter Educator to clar-
ify information about a memberõs application.   

 

Therefore, the Chapter Educator is the most important person in the chain of communication.  His or her responsibility of providing 
the correct data to the District Educators to be placed in the Database is essential.  Itõs the normal thing with most computers if you 
get bad results, garbage in and garbage out.  By this I mean if the information isnõt correct and current, itõs not of any value.   Letõs 
look at some of the information that is contained in the Database. 

 

First we have the general information about the Memberõs membership number, address, country, Chapter, District, and Region.  This 
is followed by information concerning a member if he or she is a Trainer or a Presenter.  This area is where we track a memberõs infor-
mation if he or she is a Rider Coach, PLP Facilitator, Seminar Presenter, Master Instructor, or Master Instructor Trainer.  Additionally, 
in this area, we track if a member is current as a Trainer or Presenter.   

 

In other areas of the Database, we track the memberõs data concerning the Masterõs Recognition Program, Safe Mileage Program, 
Seminar History, Approved Rider and Co-Rider Course Information, Rider Course History (ARC, ERC, TRC, SRC, TC), Medical 
Course Information (CPR/FA), and High Mileage Program.  As you can see, the Chapter Educator has a huge amount of information 
to input into the Database.   

 

The member has the responsibility of accurately reporting this data.   The Chapter Educator basically canõt do anything without the 
member providing the correct information and dates to them.  All of the information in the Database is provided by the members 
themselves.  Who better should know the information concerning the member, than the member him or herself? 

 

Example: At the past Wing Ding in Des Moines, IA, when I had some free time, I was at the Rider Education table.  Quite a few mem-
bers came up to me and explained that their information was wrong or that they werenõt in the Database.  This information should 
have been corrected at the Chapter level.  If not at the Chapter level, then at least at the District level.  Chapter Educators and mem-
bers need to work together concerning the memberõs information.  As a Chapter Educator, you donõt have to do it all at one time.  You 
can do a couple of member updates per evening, and within a couple of months you should be able to have most of your Chapter 
membersõ information up to date.  Additionally, Educators at the Chapter level should set aside some time several times a month to 
work with various Chapter members that have problems to ensure their information is up to date.   

 

Now letõs go back to the Seminar History.  On many occasions, I review memberõs records.  I also look at Seminar History.  Many 
members in the Region are taking Seminars, but these Seminars are not being recorded in the Database.  It is the memberõs responsi-
bility to notify the Chapter Educator when they have taken a Seminar, what was the name of the Seminar, and the date that the Semi-
nar was taken.   

 

In closing, we ask that all Educators within Region N please donate the necessary 
time to look after our membership.  

 

"One Team, One Unit!"   
 

Kyle T.  & Mitzela Craig  
Regional N Educators 

In GOD We Still Trust...Here in America! 

The front line of safety begins with you, the motorcyclist. 

òSafety Is For Life!ó 
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Region N Couple of the Year 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let the Convention/Rally Season Begin!!! 
 

I have finally returned to work and Iõm trying very hard to get back in the groove of everything. It is really good to 
once again be back to work and doing all of the activities that I want to do. I was even able to ride with Evan on the 
motorcycle to Spring Fling without any problems. It was simply òawesomeó. 
 

Spring Fling was a great kick-off for all of the up and coming conventions of  Region N.  We plan to be at all of them. 
 

It is hard to believe that Wing Ding is just around the corner. We are getting excited about going through the selection 
process for International Couple. It is such an honor to have been chosen as your Region N couple.  We are very 
proud to wear our vest, and we only hope that we represent our region with the dignity and honor that we feel comes 
with this position. 
 

It really breakes my heart to hear that we have chapters in our region who donõt have couples that are going to go 
through their district selection. They have couples in their chapter but they donõt want to go any further. My question 
is why? How can we, Evan and I as region couple help these couples?  How can we break the stigma or fear of becom-
ing a district couple? 
 

If you are a chapter couple and you are eligible to participate in the District selection process, what you are doing in 
your chapter is no different than what you would do for your district. You visit chapters when you can; you go to con-
ventions/rallyõs when you can. There are no demands put on you by anyone.  Remember this is a volunteer organiza-
tion. 
 

I have such a passion for the program that I donõt want to see it ever fall through the cracks.  No chapter is so small 
that you canõt have a chapter couple. A chapter couple will help to grow and build your chap-
ter. We have seen it make a huge difference in our own chapter. 
 

There is true camaraderie among couples and itõs these friendships that you will keep for a 
life time. 

I know that Evan canõt get off work like I can. But if there are any chapter directors that 
would like for me to come and help your couple on anything one on one I will be more than 
glad too. I want to help Region N become stronger and I want to work and do my part to see 
that happen. 
 

The weather is here for riding, so remember to always be safe and weõll see each other down 
the road. 

Evan & Cindy Parton 

Region òNó 

2010- 2011 Couple of the Year 
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Kickstands up! Wingin it with Russ & Kjé.  
Region N is off and running with a good start for fun and excitement, as the Convention Season begins.  The     
Tennessee District saw Spring Fling come in a little earlier than usual due to Easter, on April 14-16, 2011. We wish 
to thank all those that made a special effort to stop by the Region N booth for fun, games and hugs.  

 

We send many hugs and our congratulations to TN-O, Cleveland White Water Wings for their recognition as the 
2010 Region N Chapter of the Year.   Below, Ed Grazier, Region N Director, presents the Chapter of the Year 
Award to Richard Bearden, Current Director, and Former Directors Dianne and Boyd Hixson, on April 16, at the 
Tennessee District Spring Fling.  

                             

Please mark your calendars and make your plans now for the up coming conventions, (that would be rallies for us 
ñole timersò).   

 

 West Virginia ConventionðDown Home RallyðJune 16-18, 2011 

 Wing DingðKnoxville TNðJuly 6-9, 2011 

 Kentucky ConventionðThe Blast 2011ðAugust 11-13, 2011 

 North Carolina ConventionðWings Over the Smokies ðSeptember 22-24, 2011 

 Trikes and Bikes ConventionðBowling Green KYðSep 30-Oct 2, 2011   

 Virginia ConventionðRally in the ValleyðOctober 6-8, 2011   

                                                                                                                                                                                            (Continued Next Page)                                      

Membership Enhancement 
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Please remember it is our number one goal to be available and assist our members in any manner we can. So 
as you are off and running with the many activities GWRRA has to offer, donôt forget to keep us abreast of what 
your chapter and district has planned and donôt hesitate to contact us if we may be of service to you.  

 

And Rememberé.. If it ainôt FUN, donôt do it! 

Russ & Kj Kimmet 

Region N Membership Enhancement Program Coordinators  
102 Gallant Court 

Clarksville, TN 37043 
Home Phone: 931-802-2635 
Russõs Cell: 615-512-3407 
Kjõs Cell: 931-980-0738 

Email: RussKjMECRegionN@aol.com 
 

òAround Region Nó 
 

Congratulations to Ken and Julie Zahn , Tennessee District Directors, for their selection and  

appointment as Senior District Directors.  The presentation was made at the Tennessee District Spring Fling Convention.  

 

Congratulations to Buz and Missy Mowrer , West Virginia District Directors, who were presented the new Senior Direc-

tor Insignia at Spring Fling too.  Buz and Missy were appointed Senior District Directors in June of last year, but were 

awarded the new patches at Tennessee.  

 

Congratulations to Allen Merritt  on his appointment as a Kentucky Assistant District Director.  

 

As many of you already know, there has been some turmoil in managing and control of the Region N Web Site.  We are 

proud to announce that the control and ownership of the Region Site is now in the possession of the Region. It has been 

an interesting and harrowing experience to coordinate the transfer of ownership from persons who wrote the site and 

owned the domain name, but are no longer affiliated with GWRRA. A word to the wise, if your site is not under the con-

trol of current officers of your District or Chapter, then you may wish to take steps to gain ownership.  It can be a 

frustrating experience, that doesnõt happen overnight.  But, our nightmare is now over!  

 

Congratulations to Tom & Kathy Peck , TN - B Chapter Directors, and David & Marie McGill , Chapter Directors of TN -

V, on their appointment as Senior Chapter Directors.  The appointments were announced at Spring Fling Closing Ceremo-

nies.  

 

A òSpecial Thanksó to Jerry and Leisa Childers , Tennessee District Special Assistants, for providing all of the photo-

graphs for the last issue of the Gazette and this one as well.  They have captured the activities and fun for all to see, 

and as they occurred at the Tennessee Winter Event and Virginiaõs Wingless Weekend.  We look forward to seeing some 

of their photos from Tennesseeõs Spring Fling and other conventions.   
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Leadership Training 

      Our hats are off to our outstanding team of Leadership Training Instructors!  We are indeed for-
tunate to have many energetic instructors eager and willing to present the various leadership train-
ing modules to those members who want to learn more about our great association, broaden their 
personal knowledge of GWRRA, or ready themselves for potential leadership roles in the future.  
The entire Region leadership will benefit and become stronger as a result of their unique efforts 
and contributions to our leadership training 
program. 

      One of the highlights of April was the   
selection and announcement of Tony Boquet,    
the Tennessee District Leadership Trainer, as 
the ñRegion N Trainer of the Yearò for his   
efforts and many contributions during all of 
Calendar Year 2010.  The presentation was 
made during closing ceremonies at the      
Tennessee District Convention (Spring Fling - 
DAVY CROCKETT DAYS).   Photographed 
at right, Tony and Toni Ann proudly display 
the Certificate of Recognition, which we were 
privileged to present to them. 

The Convention season is now in full swing, 
and we encourage everyone to attend many of the Leadership Training Seminars, which represent 
a key ingredient of each of the Conventions.  Additionally, an Officer Certification Program class is 
scheduled in the Kentucky District in the month of May. Contact your District Trainer, or review 
Convention Agendas, for details on any of the many Leadership Training classes being conducted 
throughout the Region. 

                                                     Yours for KNOWLEDGE, 

                          Pam & Tommy Meador, Region ñNò 

                                                Master Leadership Trainers 

 



 

                                         New Webpage for Trikes!  

There is now a webpage dedicated to Trikes.  You can find it under the "Programs" tab on the 
GWRRA Homepage.  We're looking for content provided by you!  So please, send us your stories, 

ideas, memories, and experiences and we may place it on the webpage.  

                                        http://gwrra.org/trikes.html  

 

MARCHðAPRIL 2011, APPALACHIAN GAZETTE Page 7 

 

Wing Ding 33, "Rollin' on Rocky Top" , will be held in Knoxville, TN, July 6-9, 2011. Knoxville has expressed 
their joy in hosting Wing Ding and will do all they can to welcome GWRRA members and make this a memora-
ble and successful event including several great tours, destination rides*, Riverboat cruises*, and more! Ameri-
can Honda Motor Company  has already indicated an increased presence with their Demo team and is working 
with the city in an unprecedented effort to show their customer-appreciation by hosting an exclusive welcome 
party for Wing Ding attendees! 

The indoor trade show will be held at the Knoxville Convention Center (KCC) with all exhibits under one roof 
and on one level!  The Convention Center will be host to Opening and Closing Ceremonies, all seminars, food 
functions, Talent Show, and the J&M Evening Entertainment event. Downtown Knoxville also features a FREE 
Trolley service with access to downtown hotels, attractions, and the Convention Center. 

Manufacturer Demos will be at Chilhowee Park along with all outdoor riding events/exhibitions, grand parade 
staging, camping and RV parking, and is the primary parking area for the entire event with shuttles to the Con-
vention Center downtown! 

With over $40,000 in prizes to be given away, you won't want to miss out! Register today to save money and 
earn more chances to win great prizes! We look forward to seeing you there! 
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    As we all know, May is the traditional Motorist Awareness month.  Many Chapters 
across the nation are doing special projects and events to bring attention to the fact 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƻƴ ƳƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ǊƛŘŜ ǎŀŦŜƭȅ ŀƴŘ  
be seen.  Participation in events ranging from displays and MAP announcements at   
local athletic events . . . to rest stop setups (passing out donated bottled water to 
travelers) . . . to passing out literature at roadway intersections or in front of local 
high pedestrian traffic businesses, is happening across the nation.   

    We consistently share the roadway with large trucks and passenger vehicles, every 
ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŜƳōŀǊƪ ǳǇƻƴ ŀ ǊƛŘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳƻǘƻǊƛǎǘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǿŀǊŜ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ Ŏƻƛƴ ŀ ǇƘǊŀǎŜΩ ά5ȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴέΦ 

  The Region has available two promotional items that can assist us in getting the 
word out to the general public.  The first is the άIŀǾŜ ¸ƻǳ {ŜŜƴ ŀ aƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜ ¢ƻŘŀȅΚ  
[ƻƻƪ ¢ǿƛŎŜΣ {ŀǾŜ ŀ [ƛŦŜέ yard signs, which we have distributed to many individual 
GWRRA members, Districts and even other Regions throughout the nation.  The   
ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƛǘŜƳ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ά{ǘŀǊǘ {ŜŜƛƴƎ aƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜǎΣ aƻǘƻǊƛǎǘ !ǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎέ safety      
yellow hats, with reflective trim. 

    To promote Motorist Awareness, sometime we 
just need to think outside of the box, doing those 
things that present a positive image of motorcycle 
riders and creating that awareness that we are out 
there too.  Until next time - Ride Safe!   

Motorist Awareness Program 

 
Webmasters 

Tim and Betsy Malone  
Murfreesboro, Tennessee 

Region Directors 
Ed and Mary Ann Grazier 

Smyrna, Tennessee 

Membership Enhancement 
Russ and Kj Kimmet 
Clarksville, Tennessee 

Leadership Trainers 
Pam and Tommy Meador 

Hardy, Virginia 

Region Couple of the Year 
Evan and Cindy Parton 

Kannapolis, North Carolina 

The 2011 Region N Operations Team 

By U.S. Mail 
Contact us at: 
GWRRA Region N 
413 Morton Street 
Smyrna, TN  37167 

Weõre On the Web! 

www.region -n.org  

Rider Educators 
Kyle and Mitzela Craig 

Fayetteville, North Carolina 

 

 

Karen Kestner 

Region Motorist Awareness 

Program Coordinator 



 

MARCH - APRIL 2011, APPALACHIAN GAZETTE :Page 9 

    

    I am told that what happens in 

   Virginia, should stay in Virginia . . . 
  

    I am also told that a picture may be   

    worth 1,000 words . . . 
 

    Hereõs about 20,000 words, òplease ò 

     judge for yourself . . . 
 

     
òPajama Partyó Photos by Jerry & Leisa Childers 


