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òFrom the Bottom of the Triangleó 
Hello again, Region N.  First, let us express our gratitude and appreciation to each of our Districts, and 

all the members who volunteered their time to assist with post registration at Wing Ding in Knoxville.  No 
matter where one looked at Wing Ding, you found Region N members pitching in to help make the event 
a success and assist the numerous visitors to our area.  In addition to our assigned responsibilities at reg-
istration, we had a number of folks contributing their time as Rider Course Coaches, LTD and Rider Educa-
tion Seminar Presenters, Bike Show Judges and working the numerous program booths (Riders Ed, LTP, 
MEPC, MAP, Recruiting and Retention, Information, etc).  And, lest we forget . . . the volunteers who as-
sisted at the Chilhowee Parking Facility, in the heat and humidity/rain, who deserve a giant pat on the 
ōŀŎƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ  ¸ŀΩƭƭ ŘƻƴŜ Dhhhhhh5Η  

And, to Evan and Cindy Parton, we have to say how proud we were of how well you represented 
yourselves and  Region N in the International Couple of the Year Selection Process.  There can only be 
one International Couple chosen to be the Ambassadors of GWRRA, selected to represent our  more than 
стΣулл ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ  9Ǿŀƴ ŀƴŘ /ƛƴŘȅ ŘƛŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƧƻōΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ Φ Φ Φ άǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǿƛƴƴŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǳǎέΦ 

Wing Ding 34 will be conducted in Fort Wayne, Indiana, so begin planning now to attend!  

¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ wŜƎƛƻƴ b ƛǎ ǘƘŜ YŜƴǘǳŎƪȅ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ά¢ƘŜ YŜƴǘǳŎƪȅ .ƭŀǎǘέΦ  ¢ƘŜƛǊ 
ǘƘŜƳŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ƛǎ ά/!{Lbh bLDI¢έ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ Ŧǳƴ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ  Jeannie and Buddy McKenzie, and 
ǘƘŜƛǊ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ¢ŜŀƳΣ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ōǳǎȅ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦ  ²ŜΩǾŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜƴŘŀ ƻŦ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ 
ŀǘ ǇŀƎŜǎ мм ŀƴŘ мн ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΣ ǎƻ ŎƻƳŜ ƻƴ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ 
fun.  We hope to see everyone there. 

LǘΩǎ ƻǳǊ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ Richard and Becky Griffin as the newly appointed 
Tennessee District Directors.  They will accept the reigns of leadership from Ken and Julie Zahn, effective 
August 1.  Join us in welcoming the Griffins to their new challenge, and in wishing only the best for the 
Zahns, as they relinquish the leadership role of the Tennessee District.    

We are proud to announce that Region N has enjoyed positive growth for each of the first six months 
of 2011.  This positive growth can only be attributed to the efforts of our Chapters in a strong and pro-
active promotion of retention of our existing members and recruiting 
new friends into GWRRA.  Keep up the good work.  Active Chapters, 
having fun, and consistently introducing new members to our many 
and varied activities, is the key to our positive growth and the future 
of GWRRA.   

 

       Until next month, Ride Safe and Ride Often.  

               Ed & Mary Ann Grazier 
        5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎΣ D²ww! !ǇǇŀƭŀŎƘƛŀƴ wŜƎƛƻƴ άbέ 
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Rider Education Program 

òSurface Hazardsó 
 

Where do we go to ride and have the most enjoyable trips?  The best rides are sometimes out in the country.  But some-
times, these nice, scenic roads can have unseen hazards that can ruin your day.   

 

These surface hazards can usually be divided into three groups.  Slick, loose and edge traps.  First, let us look at slick. 

 

Slick are the most obvious of the surface hazards.  You have to learn to read your road surfaces.  Rain and ice cause the 
most common of your slick hazards.  The first 30 minutes after rain begins is the most dangerous.  It is at this time that 
the oil and other ògoopó accumulates on the road surface and reduces the traction on your motorcycle.  If you are riding 
and it begins to rain, one should stop for approximately 30 to 45 minutes.  This should allow time for the ògoopó to wash 
off of your road surface. 

 

Other slick surfaces include: white, plastic safety markers and line indicators; water puddles; leaves; and fluid leaks from 
other vehicles.  The leaks from the other vehicles with which we share the road are your most common hazard.  This 

hazard is most commonly found at intersections.   

 

Loose surfaces include such things as gravel, sand, dirt, and other debris that cause your tires to lift free from the pave-
ment.  So, as you ride, you should always scan ahead for changes in texture or color in your road surface.  Loose surface 
hazards are where you must learn to separate your braking techniques from your leaning.  Be conservative with the 
brakes and throttle.  Your lean angles should be adjusted according to your road conditions.  Remember that the road 
surface can determine what changes must be made in your riding skills. 

 
Edge Traps ð These are very special hazards.  These include curbs, and the road surfaces where the road surface is 
higher than the shoulder.  Uneven pavement, caused by construction or resurfacing of the highway, is a common type of 
edge trap hazards.  If you must cross these hazard areas, you should cross the edge at as close to a 90 degree angle as 
possible to drive the front tire up and over the edge. 

 

Definition: Edge Traps are any uneven roadway surface that can 'capture' your tire when you attempt to cross over it and 
can easily cause you to lose control of your motorcycle and end up eating asphalt. 

 

Remember that you can scan far enough ahead (12 seconds) so as to spot potential hazards with enough time to react and 
take the correct, evasive action and to avoid overriding your sight distance.  You cannot predict and react to what you 
cannot see.  Where you look is where you go.  Practicing these simple  

techniques can make our back road riding both safer and more enjoyable. 
 

"One Team, One Unit!"   
 

Kyle T.  & Mitzela Craig  
Regional N Educators 

In GOD We Still Trust...Here in America! 

The front line of safety begins with you, the motorcyclist . 

òSafety Is For Life!ó  
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ñYes Virginia (NC, TN,  KY & WV ) 

There is An Online OCPò 
It was great to see several of you at Wing Ding 33 in Knoxville, TN.  Region N members and volunteer leaders stepped up to 

the plate in every area of this convention, truly showing the T.E.A.M. spirit within our region.  

An LTP breakout session was held at Wing Ding.   Region and District Leadership Trainers as well as Leadership Instruc-

tors were in attendance.  The GWRRA University and the ñOCP Onlineò were discussed.   

Most of you have your Aug. 2011 Wing World Magazine already. Please take the time to review GWRRA Director, Mike 

Stigerôs article on page 8.  óTraining Enhancements Announcedô is the title of the article.  

Those of you who have taken the OCP training know that it provides GWRRA officers and members with the fundamental 

knowledge of core principles and policies.  We would like to encourage members to join in on an OCP class. Working with 

fellow members and learning together makes the OCP experience more fun.  However we know that with the hard work of 

excellent OCP Instructors within our region, that most of our officers have successfully completed the OCP classes.   

Now our task is to provide training for new officers and members interested in the completion of the OCP.  Not as many 

classes are necessary but an online version of OCP is available.  Contact your District Trainer for how to sign up and com-

plete the training on line. 

Weôve heard pros and cons regarding the online version. Weôd like to share some positive comments received from Archie 

Archambeault, of TN Chapter óFô. Thanks to Rick Baker, VA District Trainer and Tony Boquet, TN Trainer for helping 

Archie obtain information.  

Rick, 
There are those who give up on the system because of frustration and endless detours and dead ends. Fortunately I called you and had my spirits 
renewed through your advice wisdom. After speaking with you on Tuesday afternoon I called Toni Ann Boquet our district trainer and it was true 
and correct as you said it would be. Toni got right with it and when I got home from the "Social" " Gathering" whatever you call the chapter meet-
ing I opened my email to find a link to the password and username for the course. It is 530 am here in East Tennessee and I'm fixing to get with it. 
I wanted to thank you for talking to me, saving me and my chapter money and time, not to mention the aggravation. 
Nice knowing the system does work and now I can hold my head above the clouds and see beyond the horizon! 
Your friend - Archie 
ACD Chapter "F" Morristown, TN  

A follow up e-mail after Archie completed the on line OCP. 

I don't know if there are words to thank you enough for helping me with this online course. The course was informative, well put together and Ray Garris was 
a pleasure to listen too. My wife is also taking the OCP and should finish soon to be the first female in our chapter to do so. Now I need to find out if I can 
spread the word to my chapter perspectives and see if there might be some motivation there. Everyone needs to take OCP, a great deal is learned and I for 
one will re-think my role in this chapter. 
Everything is positive now, I am positive I can change my way of thinking, and I am positive this management style is very workable. For almost 40 years I 
was a "old style" guy and now I have to refurbish all my ideals and think differently. That's quite a challenge for an old guy. 
Thanks again Rick and good luck on the VA OCP gathering.  
Your friend 
Archie 

So yes, Virginia (and all of Region N) there IS an online OCP. Contact us or your District Trainer for 

more information.  

                                                             Yours for Knowledge, 

                             Pam and Tommy Meador  

                                                      Appalachian Region Leadership Master Trainers 

Leadership Training 
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Kickstands up! Wingin it with Russ & Kjé. 
  

We hope everyone had a safe trip home from Wing Ding and has recovered from all of the fun, activities and all of 
the great seminars offered. If you missed it this year, then you may want to start making your plans for Wing Ding 
34 in Fort Wayne, Indiana!  
 

A very special ñthank youò to those those volunteers who assisted us with the Recruitment and Retention Booth at 
Chilhowee Park during Wing Ding 33.  Dave & Cheryl Ward, Oklahoma District MEPC; Al & Cindy Bidwell, 
Chapter TN -Q; Richard & Connie Pendleton, Chapter TN -C CDôs; Dennis & Jan Peterson, TN-Q CDôs; Jeff & 
Teresa Hill, Chapter TN -Y; Keith & Teresa Morrison, Region F COYô; Ronny & Dee England, Chapter TN-S 
CDôs; Andrew & Debbie Smith, Chapter TN-L CDòs; Ter® & JC Kangas, Chapter TN-Q MEPCôs; Al & Val 

Tucker, Region L COYôs and MitchellJohns, Chapter TN-Z CD.  
 

The home office has provided us with a great tool for recruitment and retention of members with the ARL. We 
strongly recommend the District Directors, Chapter Directors and/or MEPCôs look again at the June ARL. In this 

report if a ñWDò code is denoted, that indicates a person(s) that pre-registered for Wing Ding. If a membership num-
ber is present but they are not participating with a Chapter, you might want to make a call or two. If a membership 
number is not associated with that person(s), that indicates they are aware of GWRRA, but are not a member. They 
may need to know more about GWRRA and which chapter is close to them. We have not met a chapter yet that ós 
not looking for new members! Please do respect any personôs name that denotes an ñNCò, which indicates a do not 
call!     
 

Plans are underway for the Region ñNò Couple of the Year Selection Process, which will be conducted on Saturday 
morning of the Virginia District Convention, October 6-8, 2011. For those Districts that have a participating couple in 
the selection process, we need their r®sum®ôs as soon as possible. The couples will have an opportunity to update 
the first, fourth and fifth pages of the resumeô before they are sent to the Judges. Donôt delay; we need to begin 
compiling the original  resumes and preparing the selection packets soon.   For those who have already forwarded 

the documents to us, we again say thank -you !  
    

District Directors and District MEPCõs please donõt forget to submit your Districtõs entry for the third quar-

ter Region òNó Newsletter Contest. If you have any questions about the criteria or submission timelines, 

please consult the Region N Website (MEPC Tab) or just give us a call.  
 

Once again, it is our number one goal to be available and assist our 
members in any manner possible. So as you are off and running with 
the many activities GWRRA has to offer.  Donôt forget to keep us 
abreast of what your chapter and district has planned and please donôt 
hesitate to contact us, if we may be of service to you.  

                      And Rememberé.. If it ainôt FUN, donôt do it! 
 

   Russ & Kj Kimmet 

                   Region N Membership Enhancement Program Coordinators  
102 Gallant Court 

Clarksville, TN 37043 
Home Phone: 931-802-2635 
Russõs Cell: 615-512-3407 
Kjõs Cell: 931-980-0738 

                                      Email:  RussKjMECRegionN@aol.com 

 

Membership Enhancement 
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Region N Couple of the Year 

 

 

Wing Ding Done Come and Gone! 

 

     It is hard to believe that after waiting and anticipating 
for Wing Ding to get here, itõs not only got hereé.it has 
Come and Gone!  

     Hopefully, everyone who was there had an awesome 
time! It was actually my very first Wing Ding! Evan had 
been to several, and I am not sure why this one was my 
first but it will not be my last. I loved every minute of it. 

Weõll admit that Tuesday and Wednesday were a little 
stressful for us, but we still had a great time getting to 
know the other couples who were also participating in 
the selection process. Although we only had Monday and 
Tuesday to really get to know each other, it doesnõt take 
long to become family, and quick! 

     Steve and Tammy Hollingsworth did a great job of 
putting us in the same hotel and they went above and 
beyond what was expected of them to make sure we were 

all treated like Kings and Queens. On Monday night they made arrangements for all of us to get together and have a 
great meal at Calhounõs. The food and fellowship was fantastic. Tammy had gotten silver Tennessee bells and had num-
bers on the bottom and whatever  number we drew . . . indicated the order in which we each would appear during the  
Tuesday morning selection. We knew that night it was really here! 

     Although Evan and I were not selected as International Couple we have had a great time with every minute of this 
process. Kirby and Sandy will do a good job and we look forward to seeing them in our travels. 

     Evan and I have a lot of desires and dreams of things that we want to do in this organization. We are going to keep 
doing what we have been doing for as long as some one will let us. We love and respect the couples program, and we 
want to see our chapters, district, and our region get stronger and grow. We want people to ask us in Region N what we 
are doing to get bigger and better. 

     Part of the reason is going to be because we are having fun and we think outside the box making our chapter gather-
ings more enjoyable. Remember if you ainõt having fun youõre in the wrong place! I have a job that I go to 5 days a 
week! A GWRRA gathering should be fun, upbeat, and not with the same old welcomes, rider education briefings and 
tech tips. We need these, donõt get me wrong but letõs do something in between all that, that is fun and light hearted. 
Our sunshine lady couldnõt carry a tune in a bucket, she tries to sing like Marilyn Monroe and she wears a pink boa and 
a crown that says òQueenó!  We literally have people who come just so she can sing to them! Why, because itõs fun and 
crazy! As long as it is good clean fun, no one is going to beoffended.  Try it, youõll like it!. 

     Thanks to everyone in our region, district and chapters for your support throughout the Couples Selection Process. 
We sincerely appreciate those who came to Wing Ding early to support us. A special thanks to Chapter L2 Moores-
ville, NC, our home chapter, for being there at each selection process at the district, region and international levels.  I 
want to thank them for loving Evan and me like they do, and always being there, not only to support us, but to help 
our chapter grow and reach out to new participants. 

     Thanks everyone for all that you have done for Evan and me. We love what we do!  

Ride Safe! Remember, the Kentucky Convention is coming up soon.  We hope to see you there! 

Evan & Cindy Parton 

Region òNó 

2010- 2011 Couple of the Year 
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 This is my first communication as Regional Coordinator for Motorist Awareness.  In that realm, I am requesting that 
all chapters from their respective districts select a Motorist Awareness Coordinator. 

Upon selection of the coordinator, please forward their names, email addresses and any other contact information to 
me at the email address below. 

If you will go to the National website for GWRRA, you will find a few excellent Power Point presentations which can 
be downloaded.  Upon their review, perhaps you can put together a list of target organizations and groups which we 
can use for introductions for regional motorist awareness information. 

Some of the areas I would like to cover are local, regional and national radio and television stations which can be 
covered as PSA announcements (Public Service Announcements).  If anyone in your chapter has a connection to or 
contact with a billboard advertising company, please forward the information to me.  By doing this I will have a con-
tact person in your locale. 

Pleased remember that we have brochures and bumper stickers which are available through the National Headquar-
ters in Phoenix, AZ..  We also have yard signs available for purchase, through the Region. 

I will communicate with the email addresses that are supplied to me to obtain the number of contacts made this 
quarter. 

If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact me at:  TRatner@digital.net .  I can be 
reached at (home) 615-751-5674 or my cell 321-267-5500. 

 

Tom Ratner 
Regional Coordinator 
Motorist Awareness 

 
Look twice, save a life.  Motorcycles are everywhere. 

Ride often and ride safeé. 

Motorist Awareness Program 

 
Webmasters 

Tim and Betsy Malone  
Murfreesboro, Tennessee 

Region Directors 
Ed and Mary Ann Grazier 

Smyrna, Tennessee 

Membership Enhancement 
Russ and Kj Kimmet 
Clarksville, Tennessee 

Leadership Trainers 
Pam and Tommy Meador 

Hardy, Virginia 

Region Couple of the Year 
Evan and Cindy Parton 

Kannapolis, North Carolina 

The 2011 Region N Operations Team 

By U.S. Mail 
Contact us at: 
GWRRA Region N 
413 Morton Street 
Smyrna, TN  37167 

Weõre On the Web! 

www.region -n.org  

Rider Educators 
Kyle and Mitzela Craig 

Fayetteville, North Carolina 

 

 

mailto:TRatner@digital.net
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   Here is a preliminary listing of those dealers within Region N, who initially have 

 responded to the National GWRRA Honda Dealers Program mailing.   GWRRA 
thanks all the following Honda Dealers for participating in the GWRRA Dealer  

Program.  We encourage all our Officers, Members and guests to visit and support 
their nearest Honda Dealer listed below:  

 

Kentucky  

Heritage Honda, Maysville, Kentucky 

 

North Carolina  

 Brewer Cycles, Henderson, North Carolina 

Honda of Shelby, Shelby, North Carolina 

Iron Horse Motorcycles, Monroe, North Carolina 

Ron Ayers Motorsports, Greenville, North Carolina 

 

Tennessee  

Joeôs Cycle Shop, Bolivar, Tennessee 

Pioneer Motorcycles, Winchester, Tennessee 

Southern Honda Powersports, Chattanooga, Tennessee 

 

Virginia  

Blue Ridge Powersports, Harrisonburg, Virginia 

Coleman Power Sports, Falls Church, Virginia 

Fredericksburg Motorsports, Fredericksburg, Virginia 

Honda Suzuki of Lynchburg, Lynchburg, Virginia 
 

West Virginia  

 Hillbilly Cycle Sales, Inc., Princeton, West Virginia 

Logan Motorcycle Sales, Logan, West Virginia 

A wee bit of  humor! 



Mike Burkitt at Talent Show 
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Knoxville at itõs best 

òFrom the Sphereó 

 

Bike Show at Chilhowee Park Center 

ôThe Tail of the Dragonó 

One of the many great rides in the area 

Introducing Evan & Cindy during  

Couple of  the Year Selection 

Great Appalachian Clogging  

Entertainment during Closing 

Lining up for the Grand Parade 

 


