
VOL. 17,  NO. 8                                                 OCTOBER 2011   

THE  MONTHLY  NEWSLETTER  OF  REGION  òNó 

THE APPALACHIAN 

GAZETTE 
T

H
E

 
G

O
L

D
 W

IN
G

 
R
O
A
D
 
R
I
D
E
R
S
 
A
S
S
O
C
I
A
T
I
O
N
,
 
R
E
G
I
O
N
 
ò
N
ó

 

òWinding Down, and Rewinding for 2012ó 
! ÇÒÅÁÔ ÄÅÁÌ ÈÁÓ ÈÁÐÐÅÎÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 2ÅÇÉÏÎ ÓÉÎÃÅ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÓÔ ÅÄÉÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ Ȱ'ÁÚÅÔÔÅȱȢ  4ÈÅ .ÏÒÔÈ #ÁÒÏȤ

ÌÉÎÁ ÁÎÄ 6ÉÒÇÉÎÉÁ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ #ÏÎÖÅÎÔÉÏÎÓ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÄ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ×ÉÔÈ Ô×Ï ȰÆÕÎ ÆÉÌÌÅÄȱ ×ÅÅËÅÎÄÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 
ability to renew old acquaintances and make new friends.  One key ingredient that we noticed in our 
attendance at all five of our District Conventions  . . . was that there was a concerted effort by each of 
ÔÈÅ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔÓ ÔÏ ÁÄÄ ÓÏÍÅ ÎÅ× ÁÎÄ ȰÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÎÏÒÍȱ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓȢ  )Î ÅÓÓÅÎÃÅȟ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐ ÉÓ ÔÒÙÉÎÇ ÍÁÎÙ 
ÎÅ× ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ÓÏ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÕÒ ÃÏÎÖÅÎÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÒÅ ÎÏÔ ÔÈÅ ȰÓÁÍÅ ÏÌÄȟ ÓÁÍÅ ÏÌÄȱȢ  7ÅȭÒÅ ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ×ÁÒÄ ÔÏ 
some of the activities that the Districts are already talking about for next year.  A special thanks to 
the North Carolina and Virginia District Teams and members who made their events so successful 
this year.  The Virginia Convention was also the venue for the selection of  Mike and Dean Stokes, 
from North Carolina, as the Region N 2011-2012 Couple of the Year.  The selection process partici-
pants were all dynamic couples, who have each made significant contributions to their Chapters and 
Districts, with strong  emphasis in serving the members.  Speaking of the Couple of the Year Pro-
gram, we attended the Couple Selection Process for both North Carolina and Virginia, and was pleas-
antly surprised by the active participation by the number of couples in this vital program. 

The Annual Region Operations Meeting in Abingdon, Virginia, was well attended and timelines, 
emphasis programs, and planning for the close of 2011, and the coming year, were discussed and 
explained.  Thanks to all the Directors, Educators, Membership Enhancement Coordinators, Trainers 
and Treasurers who were in attendance for the cross-feed of information between the Districts.    
Information for dissemination at individual District Operations Meetings was passed along to all   
attending.  See page 7, of this issue, for timeline reminders to Directors and Program Coordinators.  
A key portion of the Operations Meeting was devoted to the Membership Enhancement Programs 
and their key contributions to the overall effectiveness of recruiting, retention, recognitions and the 
ȰÆÕÎ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÓȢȱ 

There are a number of training programs scheduled throughout the Region . . . Officer Training, 
Horizon, Medic First, Riders Education, and an Instructor Course.  Each of the Districts have             
extremely active plans, with a few training weekends planned, during the non-riding  period . . . to   
enhance the riding confidence and knowledge of the members who will be attending.   A number of 
officer positions will be turning over in the next couple of months, thus the Officer Certification and 
Horizon Programs, are on track with training needs of the Districts and Chapters. 

Congratulations to Pat and Loralee Coe, on their selection 
as the new District Directors for the Kentucky District,        
replacing David and Jeannie McKenzie, who are stepping 
down after serving the membership of Kentucky as the      
District Directors, for the past two years.   

           Until next month, Ride Safe and Ride Often.  

               Ed & Mary Ann Grazier 
        5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎΣ D²ww! !ǇǇŀƭŀŎƘƛŀƴ wŜƎƛƻƴ άbέ 
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Rider Education Program 

     Weõve heard it said, that a picture is worth a     

     thousand words.  Well, if thatõs the case,   

     then the picture at left (along with the cap  

     tion) must be worth a million words.  And,   

     of course it strikes home to those of us who  

      routinely dress properly for the ride.  

       Remember to wear all of the riding gear,   

    all of the time!  And of course thereõs the old   

     saying that we have in the riders education     

     program, òCover it, if you want to use it          

     tomorrow!ó 

 

      We have worked diligently for the past   

      Couple of years with Gene and Betty   

      Knutson, Directors of GWRRA Rider Edu- 

      cation.  On the last day of October, Gene     

      and Betty said their goodbye as Directors,  

      as they stepped down from their national   

      position.  We have many fond memories in   

      our relationship with the Knutsons, and 
have worked hand-in-hand with them to bolster the  Riders Education Program to a new level.  
Our outstanding program and management of the overall program has materialized under their 
strong leadership.  Betty will continue to assist with the data base, and although Gene has 
stepped down, he will undoubtedly remain a staunch supporter of the Rider Education 

Program.  Tony and Michelle Van Schaick have been appointed as the new National Directors 
of Rider Education, and we envision a continuance of the 

outstanding program that we have in existence, as well as 
future innovations that will surely come.  Please join us in 

welcoming Tony and Michelle as the new Directors of 
Rider Education. 

Kyle T.  & Mitzela Craig  
Region N Educators 

In GOD We Still Trust...Here in America! 

The front line of safety begins with you, the motorcyclist and  

òSafety Is For Life!ó  

WEAR ALL OF THE GEAR . . .  

ALL OF THE TIME!  

 

BECAUSE YOUR LIFE  

DEPENDS ON IT!  
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Leadership Training 

                                                                     

       

We would like to thank Andrew and Vicki Butcher and their NC  District Team for a great Convention at Wings Over the 

Smokies. The weather, the vendors and everything was great. 

 

We were able to end our ñRallyô season at Rally in the Valley.  Virginia District is our home district and it was great to be at 

óhomeô as we enjoyed the Autumn themed Rally in Salem, VA. Mike and Angie Mitchell - Congratulations on a job well done! I 

know that we are supposed to be using the term Convention instead of Rally, but somehow óConvention in the Valleyô just does-

nôt get it. We had a lot of fun, a lot of new members attending the rally for the first time.  We had the opportunity to attend the 

Region N Couple selection while at RITV. A big thanks to the Virginia District for hosting this Region N Event. 

 

Announcement: Mark your calendar for Saturday, Dec. 3rd . We will hold a Region N Instructor Development & Certification 

Program for all members who would like to become an instructor in the Leadership Training Program or the Rider Education 

Program. The class will be held at the Virginia Highlands Community College in Abingdon, VA.  Please contact us if you 

would like to be a participant in this class. We will start at 8 a.m. and try to end the day no later than 5 p.m. (with a break for 

lunch). Please e-mail us at wingse@msn.com or call us at 540-4275449 if you would like to reserve your spot in the class. Sev-

eral members from KY, NC, VA and TN are already planning to attend. We also have members from neighboring regions that 

are making plans to join us. To register we will need you name, member number, and the district and chapter where you partici-

pate. 
  

Again this month we want to feature one of our talented LTP Trainerôs within Region N.  Rick & Elsie Baker have recently 

stepped down as Trainers for the Virginia District.  Rick has done an excellent job as a leader in Virginia and is a talented Rider 

Ed and Leadership Training Program instructor.  Rick is the former CD of VA-Y and will stay active in his chapter and assist in 

instruction of Rider Ed and LTP within Virginia and Region   N. Thanks Rick for all of you help in OCP classes, Instructor Cer-

tifications and all programs in GWRRA. 
  

Following is the article that we have requested from Rick this month. Enjoy! 

Yours for KNOWLEDGE, 

                            Pam & Tommy Meador ,  

                                                 Region óNô - Master Leadership Trainers 

mailto:wingse@msn.com
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DO YOU KNOW JACK? 
Rick Baker, Senior Leadership Instructor  

GWRRA Virginia District  

 

At the October 6 ɀ ψȟ ςπρρȟ 6ÉÒÇÉÎÉÁ 2ÁÌÌÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 6ÁÌÌÅÙ ɉ2)46ɊΆȟ   
Region N Leadership Trainer Pam Meador asked me to write an  
ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅ ÁÂÏÕÔ Ȱ,ÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐȱ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 2ÅÇÉÏÎ . Appalachian Gazette.  
7Ï×ȟ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ Á ÐÒÅÔÔÙ ÌÁÒÇÅ ÓÕÂÊÅÃÔ ÁÒÅÁȟ ÃÏÖÅÒÅÄ ÂÙ ÍÁÎÙ Á ÔÅØÔȤ

ÂÏÏËȟ ÍÁÎÙ ÃÏÌÌÅÇÅ ÃÏÕÒÓÅÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÔÅÒÎÅÔ ÓÏÕÒÃÅÓȟ ÌÅÔ ÁÌÏÎÅ '722!ȭÓ ÍÁÎÙ ,ÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐ 
ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÍÉÎÁÒÓȢ  3Ïȟ ) ÓÔÁÒÔÅÄ ÔÈÉÎËÉÎÇ ÁÂÏÕÔȟ Ȱ×ÈÁÔ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÂÁÓÉÃ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒÉÓÔÉÃÓ 
×Å ÌÏÏË ÆÏÒ ÉÎ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓȟȱ ÅÓÐÅÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÔÈÉÓ ÔÉÍÅ ÏÆ ÙÅÁÒ ×ÈÅÎ ÍÁÎÙ ÏÆ ÕÓ ÁÒÅ ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÎÅ× ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÔÏ ÆÉÌÌ 
positions opening in GWRRA.  And, did you know seasoned leaders can pick out potential leaders?  
(ÅÒÅȭÓ ÈÏ×ȡ  0ÏÔÅÎÔÉÁÌ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓ ÅØÈÉÂÉÔ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒ ÔÒÁÉÔÓȡ  (ÏÎÅÓÔÙ ÁÂÏÖÅ ÁÌÌ ÅÌÓÅȟ ÖÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒȤ
ism, clarity, brevity, and magnetism. 

 

4ÒÕÔÈÆÕÌÌÙȟ ÈÏÎÅÓÔÙ ÍÁËÅÓ ÈÏÎÅÓÔ ÓÅÎÓÅ ÁÎÄ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÃÁÎ ÔÅÌÌȢ  0ÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ×ÉÌÌÉÎÇÎÅÓÓ ÔÏ ÖÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒ ÉÓ ÅÖÉÄÅÎÔ 
in their private or government sector jobs, as well as, how they commit to volunteer organizations.     
0ÏÔÅÎÔÉÁÌ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓ ÓÐÅÁË ÃÌÅÁÒÌÙ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÌÙȟ ÁÓ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅÎȭÔ ÈÉÄÉÎÇ ÁÎÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÄÏÎȭÔ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ×ÁÓÔÅ ÔÉÍÅȠ 
and, they are good communicators at some level.  Additionally, they have a magnetic quality, whether it 
be charismatic, expert, unswerving honesty, or through some other attractive personal quality or       
qualities.  So, this is your starting point when looking for future Chapter, District, Region, National, and 
International leaders.  But, what about the actual job performance needed of a potential leader in the 
future?  Most people new to leadership need leadership development through training.  As noted above, 
leadership is understood and taught at all levels in great detail.  They must learn the basics of leadership 
and apply them.  They must know the details of the job from which they lead.  For example, Steve Jobs 
was a technical expert, as well as, an industrial and corporate leader.  Recently, GWRRA emailed a  
ÎÅ×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒ ÔÈÁÔ ÄÅÌÉÎÅÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÑÕÁÌÉÔÉÅÓ ÏÆ ÇÏÏÄ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÉÔȭÓ ×ÏÒÔÈ ÒÅÐÅÁÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÍ ÈÅÒÅ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕȡ 

 

GWRRA Insight ; October 11, 2011; Page 10 [slightly edited]:  

Ȱ 

Leaders are Visionaries:  Leaders can keep a clear view of the whole picture [from present to the 
future].  Good vision is based on common sense, simplicity, [experience], and clarity. 

 

Leaders are good Communicators:  To have the ability to be understood and express views to a 
group while not leaving the meaning of the message out; to deliver a message with accuracy, enthu-
siasm, [honesty,] and sincerity. 

 

Leaders are good Listeners:  Leaders are able to hear a problem, [search for solutions], and cure the 
problem. 

 

Leaders can accept Change:  Leaders are not afraid of change and will welcome ideas for change.  
Change is a challenge and an opportunity; it should not be thought of as a threat.  [Change must not 
be self serving and must better the situation for the organization as a whole.] 

http://med.gwrra.org/newsletter/newsletter.html
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Leaders are Optimists:  Leaders must have hope and trust.  Trust in themselves and fellow members 
[and] show a confidence to look down the road to a secure future.  

 

Leaders give their All:  Dedication to see a future and a desire to help make a future be a reality. 

 

Leaders are Ethicalȡ  ! ÌÅÁÄÅÒ ÍÕÓÔ ÂÅ ÔÒÕÓÔÅÄȢ  )Æ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÁÒÅ ȰÃÏÎÎÅÄȱ ÉÎÔÏ ÄÏÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÎÇÓȟ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÉÌÌ 
find out and trust is lost.  [Leaders must themselves be absolutely, timelessly honest.] 

 

Leaders take Risks:  Call it risk taking or doing it differently, a change or gamble.  Leaders can vi-
sion something that can happen and must show how new ways can be better than the old. 

 

Leaders are Students:  Leaders are always searching for more knowledge.  Leaders have a constant 
thirst for knowledge and will seek it from the past, as well as, the present.  They learn to turn their 
ÍÉÓÔÁËÅÓ ÉÎÔÏ Á ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅȢ  !Ó ÃÏÍÐÌÅØ ÁÓ ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ ÐÒÏÂÌÅÍÓ ÁÒÅȟ ÉÔ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÔÏ 
ÕÓÅ ÏÔÈÅÒÓȭ ÖÉÅ×Ó ÁÎÄ ÏÐÉÎÉÏÎÓ ÔÏ ÔÁËÅ ÃÏÒÒÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÁÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÔÏ Á ÐÒÏÐÅÒ ÓÏÌÕÔÉÏÎ ɍÔÏ ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅÓ 
ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÂÌÅÍÓɎȢ   ȱ 

 

All of these qualities are something you can learn and get better at; it will take the new leader time and 
ÄÅÄÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÇÏÏÄ ÁÔ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐȢ  4ÈÅ ÐÁÙÏÆÆ ÉÓ ÇÒÅÁÔȟ ÎÏÔ ÏÎÌÙ ÔÏ '722!ȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÏ ÏÎÅȭÓ ÓÅÌÆȢ 

 

You can be appointed to a leadership position and not do anything for yourself and the organization 
other than trying to manage, administer, delegate, report, and keep your own head above water.  I 
×ÏÕÌÄ ÃÁÌÌ ÔÈÉÓ ȰÍÁÒÃÈÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÐÌÁÃÅȱ ÁÎÄ ÎÏÔ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÁÎÙ×ÈÅÒÅȢ  4ÈÅ ÔÒÕÅ ÌÅÁÄÅÒ ×ÉÌÌ ÔÒÙ ÔÏ ÌÅÁÒÎ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐ 
techniques and become the subject matter expert.  Then, the leader will motivate and involve others to 
accomplish well-defined tasks for the greater good. 

 

You can learn leadership techniques through the Leadership Training Program (LTP) seminars and the 
Horizon Program.  You can learn about the organization through a study of the materials on the HQ 
'722! ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅ Ȱ0ÒÏÇÒÁÍȱ ×ÅÂ ÐÁÇÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ /ÆÆÉÃÅÒ #ÅÒÔÉÆÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ (ÏÒÉÚÏÎ 
Program. 

 

(ÏÎÅÓÔÌÙȟ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× *ÁÃËȟ ÔÈÅÎ ÙÏÕ ÐÒÏÂÁÂÌÙ ÁÒÅÎȭÔ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÂÅ Á ÇÏÏÄ ÌÅÁÄÅÒ. 

Make plans now to attend Wing Ding 34, happening 
in Fort Wayne, Indiana, on July 4 through July 7, 2012.  
Early registration and proper planning will allow you 
to find lodging accommodations near the convention 

site, and to begin planning for a great time at our 
great holiday event. 
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Kickstands up! Winginô it with Russ & Kjé.  

North Carolina ended the month of September 2011 with their Convention. Andrew and Vicki Butcher and 

their entire core team out did themselves! Even though the sky threaten, the weather was perfect! Elvis 

even made a special appearance. Course, we are not sure that Gary Hamilton, Cindy Parton or Elvis will 

ever be the sameé. Oops we are reminded that what happens in North Carolina, stays in North Carolina. 

If you missed it, better make your plans now for next year!     
 

Region N wrapped up its conventions for 2011 with the Virginia Convention, Rally In The Valley, on Octo-

ber 6 -8. We join with the rest of the Region N core team, and say ôwhat a way to wrap things upõ! If you 

were unable to attend, better make your plans for next year as Mike and Angie Mitchell and their core 

team planned and executed a knowledge filled, fun packed convention! We never saw the chicken, which 

Mike promised. Something about died and eaten? We would suggest you might want to go straight to the 

source to find out more details!  
 

The Region N Couple of the Year selection process was held during the Virginia Convention on Saturday 

October 8, 2011. We are very pleased and proud to announce Mike and Dean Stokes, from North Carolina, 

are  the Region N 2011 -2012 Couple of the Year! We are looking forward to working with them as part of 

the Region N core team. We send out our sincere thanks to our panel of judges Buddy McKenzie, Loralee 

Coe, Andrew and Vicki Butcher, Glenda Keough, Buz and Missy Mowrer and Mike and Angie Mitchell. Their 

job was not an easy one! We also want to say a very special thank you  to Bob and Jaunee Barrington, Rick 

and Liz Broadway, Bruce Stanley, Beth Ann McCormick, Boyd and Dianne Hixson and Allen and Carolyn 

Little for their dedication and assistance given to us during this process.   
 

Cindy and Evan Parton ôs year, as Region N Couple of the Year for 2010 ð2011 may have come to an end. 

But, mark our words they are not out , we have a feeling you will see much more of them as they continue 

in their endeavors with GWRRA.  
 

Please continue to watch the Region N newsletter and website, there will be some great things happening 

as the core team makes plans for the upcoming 2012.   
 

Once again, it is our number one goal to be available and assist our members in any manner we can. So as 

you are off and running with the many activities GWRRA has to offer, donõt forget to keep us abreast of 

what your chapter and district has planned and donõt hesitate to contact us if we may be of service to 

you. 

            And Rememberé.. If it ainôt FUN, donôt do it! 

 

                   Russ & Kj Kimmet 
        Region N Membership Enhancement Program Coordinators  
                           102 Gallant Court, Clarksville, TN 37043 
 Home Phone: 931-802-2635Russõs Cell: 615-512-3407Kjõs Cell: 931-980-0738 

                                                                        

Membership Enhancement 
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As briefed at the Region Operations Meeting in Abingdon on the 29th of October, here are some timelines, and 

specific suspenses that will occur in the coming months and into 2012:  

 

ANNUAL  

District Couple of the Year Original Selection Resumes to be forwarded to Region MEPC, upon selection  

15 November 2011, Chapter Chartering Fees from all Districts due to Region  

1 December 2011, all Chapter Chartering Fees due from Region to GWRRA National Headquarters  

1-15 January 2012, epostcard 990N Filing ( Copy of filing, or rejection notice to accompany all Chapter,  

         District,  Region Financial Reports) 

15-31 January 2012, Chapter Financial Reports due to District  

15 February 2012, all Chapter Financial Reports due to Region  

15 February 2012, Chapter of the Year Nominations due to Region MEPC  

15 March 2012, District Financial Reports due to Region  

15 March 2012, Region Financial Report due to National Headquarters  

15 March 2012, National Rider Educator of the Year Nomination due to Region Educator  

15 March 2012, National Rider Educator Merit Award Nominations due to Region Educator  

15 March 2012, National Motorist Awareness Coordinator of the Year Nominations due to Region Educator  

15 September 2012, MEP Member of the Year Nomination due to Region MEPC  

15 September 2012, Region N Educator of the Year Nomination due to Region Educator  

15 September 2012, Region N Trainer of the Year Nomination due to Region Trainer  

15 January 2013, National Newsletter Award due from Region MEPC to National MEPC  

 

RECURRING MONTHLY 

9th  Previous months ARL òHot Sheetsó responses received from Chapters due from District to Region MEPC 

11th Previous month ARL :Hot Sheetsó responses received from Districts  due from Region to National MEPC 

11th - 12th, Newly Received Monthly ARL òHot Sheetsó distributed from Region to District MEPCs (dependent    

                   upon receipt from the National Office)  

Monthly Chapter Educator Reports should be forwarded to District Educator immediately following their  

                   Chapter Monthly Gathering/Social  

Chapter Newsletters should be forwarded to District and other Chapters in District, as published  

District Newsletter should be forwarded to Chapters in District, District Team, Region Team, as published  

Region Newsletter should be forwarded to all Districts within Region N, all Region Directors and National  

                    Officers, as published (Districts should distribute by email the Region Newsletter to all District  

                    Team Members and Chapter Directors within their District)  

 

RECURRING QUARTERLY 

5 JANUARY/APRIL/JULY/OCTOBER -  District Educator Quarterly Report due to Region Educator  

15 APRIL/JULY/OCTOBER/JANUARY - Region Quarterly Newsletter Nominee due from District MEPC, or  

                     persons responsible for District Newsletter Program, to the Region MEPC  
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It is our very distinct pleasure to announce 

the selection of, and introduce you to  

 Mike and Dean Stokes  

from Mount Holly, North Carolina  

 2011 -  1/01 QDFHNM ºM» BNTOKD NE SGD XD@Q 

Ed & Mary Ann Grazier 

Region N Directors 

The 2011 - 2012 Region N Couple of the Year is . . .  

Guess who . . . 

We (Mike & Dean) are so thankful to all for the thoughts, words of kindness, gifts, love, guidance and support from all of the 
GWRRA members during this selection process in allowing us to become the ambassadors of Region N in being your 2011-2012 
Region N Couple of the Year. 
 

We are extremely thankful and proud of Evan & Cindy in the great job they have done as the Region N Couple for 2010-2011. They 
have left us big shoes to fill in leading the way as well as all of the other current and former District Couples for each NC, TN, 

WV, VA, KY state.  You all are winners to us and thanks again for being the outstanding ambassadors of GWRRA as Couples and 
members.   
 

We will try our best to visit each state for District Conventions and Chapter gatherings to see all this coming 2012 year as our 
ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǳǎΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΨǘ ōŜ ǳǇǎŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ƛŦ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴϥǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǳǎ ǘhat 
luxury, but we hope to at least saw you on the road as we make visits of the gatherings, conventions and events that have been 
planned this upcoming 2012 year.  

     Thanks, ride safe and have fun 
 

 Mike & Dean Stokes 

 Region N Couple of the Year 2011-2012 

mikeastokes@gmail.com 

deanstokes@earthlink.net 

mailto:mikeastokes@gmail.com
mailto:deanstokes@earthlink.net
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Region N 2010 - 2011 Couple of the Year 
 

    
òOur Swan Songó 

Evan and I watch programs like American Idol, X Factor and The Sing Along where these groups come in and 
they all sing acappella. If they do not win they are suppose to sing their Swan Song. Therefore, I looked up Swan 
Song to find out exactly what that is. 

 

Legend has it that swans are mute. But before they retire or pass away, they sing. Therefore, this is our ñSwan 
Songò. Well, we are not retiring from GWRRA and hope that we are not passing away anytime soon, but we have 
passed the torch of Region N Couple of the Year to Mike and Dean Stokes. 

 

I hope that they will enjoy this next year as much as we have enjoyed being the Region N Couple of the Year. 
With every facet that we have been through over the last five years, it has been an awesome experience. 

 

The people that we have been able to meet and get to know, had we not been fortunate enough to be apart of this 
organization and the couples program we would never have met. I am very grateful to all the opportunities that 
have been afforded us and feel very blessed to have been selected as our Chapter Couple, for North Carolina to 
select us as their District Couple and to be able to represent our entire region as Region N Couple. 

 

Those are the types of things that five years ago I never thought we would ever be a part of. We are not at all up-
set about not being selected as the International Couple; we would have loved to have been selected for our Re-
gion and our State. However, we just believe that there are other experiences out there for us now to learn and 
grow from. 

 

We have been so fortunate to learn from some of GWRRAôs finest leaders. Evan and I will never be able to say, 
ñThank you ñenough to those who supported us along every milestone. That is why we are the ones who have 
been blessed to have the opportunity to serve in a wonderful organization. We have some of the best of the best! 

 

Remember it is not always about the rideé..But 
how you look while your doing it! 

 

I am very proud to be a part of all of this. Evan has 
always been my best friend, and we have always 
loved to ride. However, when you are a member of 
a family such as ours, you love the ride along with 
the fun and the fellowship. Just think had we not 
joined GWWRA look what all we would have 
missed. I know you thought I was going to say look 
what you would have missed not knowing us!   

 

No, trust me; we are the ones that would have 
missed out! Our thanks to all Region N staff and 
especially Ed and Mary Ann Grazier.   

 

Just remember Edéé.No matter what! 

 

Love to all. You are the greatest family. Thanks for 
everything. We will see you on the rode. Continue 
to keep us in your thoughts and prayers. You are 
all special to us! 

Evan & Cindy Parton 

Region òNó 

2010- 2011 Couple of the Year 
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 Over the Smokies  

North Carolina  

2011 Convention  

The òBigó Winner 

Dance Class . . . Is Now In Session Elvis, òwasó 

In the 

Building  

NC Couple of the Year Participants 

òClass of 2011ó 

Janice, the 

Money Lady 

During closing, Mike Stiger, GWRRA 
Director, heralds Wings Over Smokies 
as one of  the top District Conventions  

Venders were EVERYWHERE! 

Did Alan 
win the 

lottery, he 
sure has 

dollar 
signs in 
his eyes! 

Get A Room!!! 

Always a 

Pleasure to 

Have Bennie 

Join us! 

òCongratsó to John & Marie Robinson, 
NC 2011-2012 Couple of the Year 


