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ability to renew old acquaintances and make new friends. One key ingredient that we noticed in our
attendance at all five of our District Conventions . . . was that there was a concerted effort by each o
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some of the activities that the Districts are already talking about for next year. A special thanks to
the North Carolinaand Virginia District Teams and membersvho made their events so successful
this year. The Virginia Convention was also the venue for the selection ike and Dean Stokes
from North Carolina, as the Region N 2022012 Couple of the Year. The selection process partici-
pants were all dynamic couples, who have each made significant contributions to their Chapters and
Districts, with strong emphasis in serving the members. Speaking of the Couple of the Year Pro-
gram, we attended the Couple Selection Process for both North Carolina and Virginia, and was pleas
antly surprised by the active participation by the number of couples in this vital program.

The Annual Region Operations Meeting in Abingdon, Virginia, was well attended and timelines,
emphasis programs, and planning for the close of 2011, and the coming year, were discussed and
explained. Thanks to all thdirectors, Educators, Membership Enhancement Coordinators, Trainefs
and Treasurerswho were in attendance for the crosdeed of information between the Districts.
Information for dissemination at individual District Operations Meetings was passed along to all
attending. See page 7, of this issue, for timeline reminders to Directors and Program Coordinators.
A key portion of the Operations Meeting was devoted to the Membership Enhancement Programs
and their key contributions to the overall effectiveness of recruiting, retention, recognitions and the
O&£OT DPOI COAI 086

There are a number of training programs scheduled throughout the Region . . . Officer Training,
Horizon, Medic First, Riders Education, and an Instructor Course. Each of the Districts have
extremely active plans, with a few training weekends planned, during the nending period . . . to
enhance the riding confidence and knowledge of the members who will be attending. A number of
officer positions will be turning over in the next couple of months, thus the Officer Certification and
Horizon Programs, are on track with training needs of the Districts and Chapters.

Congratulations toPat and Loralee Cogon their selection |\
as the new District Directors for the Kentucky District, Do
replacing David and Jeannie McKenzie, who are stepping
down after serving the membership of Kentucky as the
District Directors, for the past two years.

Until next month, Ride Safe and Ride Often.
Ed & Mary Ann Grazier
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Rider Education Program

Wedve heard it said
WEAR ALL OF THE GEAR . .. thousand wor ds. We
ALL OF THE TIME! then the picture at left (along with the cap

tion) must be worth a million words. And,
of course it strikes home to those of us wh
routinely dress properly for the ride.
Remember to wear all of the riding gear,
al | of the ti me! A
saying that we have in the riders educatior
program, o0Cover 1it,
tomorrow!é

BECAUSE YOUR LIFE
DEPENDS ON IT!

We have worked diligently for the past
Couple of years withGene and Betty
Knutson, Directors of GWRRA Rider Edu
i M cation. On the last day of October, Gene
and Betty said their goodbye as Directors,
G E A R as they stepped down from their national

Because walking way in disgust

beats riding way in an ambulance position. We have many fond memories ig

our relationship with the Knutsons, and

have worked hanéin-hand with them to bolster the Riders Education Program to a new IeveL
ir

Our outstanding program and management of the overall program has materialized under th
strong leadership. Betty will continue to assist with the data base, and although Gene has
stepped down, he will undoubtedly remain a staunch supporter of the Rider Education

Program. Tony and Michelle Van Schaickhave been appointed as the new National Directors
of Rider Education, and we envision a continuance of the

outstanding program that we have in existence, as well ag
future innovations that will surely come. Please join us in

welcoming Tony and Michelle as the new Directors of
Rider Education.

Kyle T. & Mitzela Craig

Region N Educators
In GOD We Still Trust...Here in America!

The front line of safety begins with you, the motorcyclist and
oSafety |s For Lifel!lo
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Leadership Traini

We would like to thank Andrew and Vicki Butcher and their NC District Team for a great Convention at Wings Qver
Smokies. The weather, the vendors and everything was great.

We were able to end our ARallyd season at Ral |l y i natth
Ohomed as we enjoyed the Autumn t he meGbngRtalatibng oniajob vighdoregn,
know that we are supposed to be using the term Convelnt
not get it . We had a | ot of f un, a | ot of new me mMmiteal s

Region N Couple selection while at RITV. A big thanks to the Virginia District for hosting this Region N Event.

Announcement: Mark your calendar for Saturday, De¢! 3We will hold a Region N Instructor Development & Certificatjon

Program for all members who would like to become an instructor in the Leadership Training Program or the Rider
Program. The class will be held at the Virginia Highlands Community College in Abingdon, VA. Please contact L
would like to be a participant in this class. We will start at 8 a.m. and try to end the day no later than 5 p.m. (akfoa
lunch). Please-eail us atwingse@msn.coror call us at 5421275449 if you would like to reserve your spot in the class.
eral members from KY, NC, VA and TN are already planning to attend. We also have members from neighboring re
are making plans to join us. To register we will need you name, member number, and the district and chapter where
pate.

Again this month we want to feature one of our tale
stepped down as Trainers for the Virginia District. Rick has done an excellent job as a leader in Virginia and is Ritide
Ed and Leadership Training Program instructor. Rick is the former CD ef \dAd will stay active in his chapter and assis
instruction of Rider Ed and LTP within Virginia and Region N. Thanks Rick for all of you help in OCP classes, Instnm
tifications and all programs in GWRRA.

Following is the article that we have requested from Rick this month. Enjoy!

Yours for KNOWLEDGE,

Pam & Tommy Meador :

Re g i o fnMasteNGeadership Trainers
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DO YOU KNOW JACK?

Rick Baker, Senior Leadership Instructor
GWRRA Virginia District

Atthe October6zyh ¢mpph 6EOCET EA 2A]l
Region N Leadership Trainer Pam Meador asked me to write an
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positions opening in GWRRA. And, did you know seasoned leaders can pick out potential leaders?
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ism, clarity, brevity, and magnetism.
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in their private or government sector jobs, as well as, how they commit to volunteer organizations.
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and, they are good communicators at some level. Additionally, they have a magnetic quality, whethe
be charismatic, expert, unswerving honesty, or through some other attractive personal quality or

gualities. So, this is your starting point when looking for future Chapter, District, Region, National, and

International leaders. But, what about the actual job performance needed of a potential leader in the

future? Most people new to leadership need leadership development through training. As noted aboye,

leadership is understood and taught at all levels in great detail. They must learn the basics of leaders

and apply them. They must know the details of the job from which they lead. For example, Steve Jobs

was a technical expert, as well as, an industrial and corporate leader. Recently, GWRRA emailed a
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GWRRAInsight ; October 11, 2011; Page 10 [slightly edited]:
0

Leaders are VisionariesLeaders can keep a clear view of the whole picture [from present to the

future]. Good vision is based on common sense, simplicity, [experience], and clarity.

Leaders are good Communicatord o have the ability to be understood and express views to a
group while not leaving the meaning of the message out; to deliver a message with accuracy, ¢
siasm, [honesty,] and sincerity.

Leaders are good Listenerd eaders are able to hear a problem, [search for solutions], and curs
problem.

Leaders can accept Changéeaders are not afraid of change and will welcome ideas for changj
Change is a challenge and an opportunity; it should not be thought of as a threat. [Change mu
be self serving and must better the situation for the organization as a whole.]

bnthu-

the

D

.

st not



http://med.gwrra.org/newsletter/newsletter.html

OCTOBER 2011, APPALACHIAN GAZETTE Page 5

Leaders are OptimistsLeaders must have hope and trust. Trust in themselves and fellow mem
[and] show a confidence to look down the road to a secure future.

Leaders give their All Dedication to see a future and a desire to help make a future be a reality}

A N ~ 2z A
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find out and trust is lost. [Leaders must themselves be absolutely, timelessly honest.]

Leaders take RisksCall it risk taking or doing it differently, a change or gamble. Leaders can v
sion something that can happen and must show how new ways can be better than the old.

Leaders are StudentsLeaders are always searching for more knowledge. Leaders have a con

thirst for knowledge and will seek it from the past, as well as, the present. They learn to turn th
i EOOAEAO ETO1T A 1 AAOTEIC AoPAOEAT AAS8 1O A
OOA 1T OEAOOG OEAxO AT A TPETEITO O OAEA AT Q
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All of these qualities are something you can learn and get better at; it will take the new leader time and
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You can be appointed to a leadership position and not do anything for yourself and the organization
other than trying to manage, administer, delegate, report, and keep your own head above water. |

xI 01 A AAl1 OEEO Oi AOCAEET ¢ ET DBl AAAe AT A 110 (g
techniques and become the subject matter expert. Then, the leader will motivate and involve others f
accomplish welldefined tasks for the greater good.

You can learn leadership techniques through the Leadership Training Program (LTP) seminars and tl
Horizon Program. You can learn about the organization through a study of the materials on the HQ
7221 xAAOEOA O00OI COAIi 6 xAA PACAO AT A OEOI OCH
Program.
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Make plans now to attend Wing Ding 34, happening
in Fort Wayne, Indiana, on July 4 through July 7, 20 |
Early registration and proper planning will allow you

to find lodging accommodations near the conventio
site, and to begin planning for a great time at our
great holiday event.
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Membership Enhanceme

Kickstands up! Wingind it with
North Carolina ended the month of September 2011 with their Convention. Andrew and Vicki Butcher and
their entire core team out did themselves! Even though the sky threaten, the weather was perfect! Elvis
even made a special appearance. Course, we are not sure that Gary Hamilton, Cindy Parton or  £/vis will
ever be the sameé. Oops we are reminded that what
If you missed it, better make your plans now for next year!

Region N wrapped up its conventions for 2011 with the Virginia Convention, Rally In The Valley, on Octo-
ber6-8. We join with the rest of the Region N core t
were unable to attend, better make your plans for next year as Mike and Angie Mitchell and their core

team planned and executed a knowledge filled, fun packed convention! We never saw the chicken, which

Mike promised. Something about died and eaten? We would suggest you might want to go straight to the
source to find out more details!

The Region N Couple of the Year selection process was held during the Virginia Convention on Saturday
October 8, 2011. We are very pleased and proud to announce Mike and Dean Stokes, from North Carolina,
are the Region N 2011 -2012 Couple of the Year! We are looking forward to working with them as part of
the Region N core team. We send out our sincere thanks to our panel of judges Buddy McKenzie, Loralee
Coe, Andrew and Vicki Butcher, Glenda Keough, Buz and Missy Mowrer and Mike and Angie Mitchell. Their
job was not an easy one! We also want to say a very special thank you to Bob and Jaunee Barrington, Rick
and Liz Broadway, Bruce Stanley, Beth Ann McCormick, Boyd and Dianne Hixson and Allen and Carolyn
Little for their dedication and assistance given to us during this process.

Cindy and Evan Parton 6s year, as o0REgnaydhave ddmeCGman pnd.e
But, mark our words they are not  out, we have a feeling you will see much more of them as they continue
in their endeavors with GWRRA.

Please continue to watch the Region N newsletter and website, there will be some great things happening
as the core team makes plans for the upcoming 2012.

Once again, it is our number one goal to be available and assist our members in any manner we can. So as
you are off and running with the many activities (
what your <chapter and district has planned and don
you.

And Remember é. . I f it aindt

Russ & Kj Kimmet

Region N Membership Enhancement Program Coordinators
102 Gallant Court, Clarksville, TN 37043
Home Phone: 938022 6 35 Rus s &3 €61 Kj 0 80208438 |
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As briefed at the Region Operations Meeting in Abingdon on the 29th of October, here are some timelines, and
specific suspenses that will occur in the coming months and into 2012;

ANNUAL

District Couple of the Year Original Selection Resumes to be forwarded to Region MEPC, upon selection
15 November 2011, Chapter Chartering Fees from all Districts due to Region

1 December 2011, all Chapter Chartering Fees due from Region to GWRRA National Headquarters

1-15 January 2012, epostcard 990N Filing (  Copy of filing, or rejection notice to accompany all Chapter,

District, Region Financial Reports)

15-31 January 2012, Chapter Financial Reports due to District

15 February 2012, all Chapter Financial Reports due to Region

15 February 2012, Chapter of the Year Nominations due to Region MEPC

15 March 2012, District Financial Reports due to Region

15 March 2012, Region Financial Report due to National Headquarters

15 March 2012, National Rider Educator of the Year Nomination due to Region Educator
15 March 2012, National Rider Educator Merit Award Nominations due to Region Educator
15 March 2012, National Motorist Awareness Coordinator of the Year Nominations due to Region Educator
15 September 2012, MEP Member of the Year Nomination due to Region MEPC

15 September 2012, Region N Educator of the Year Nomination due to Region Educator
15 September 2012, Region N Trainer of the Year Nomination due to Region Trainer

15 January 2013, National Newsletter Award due from Region MEPC to National MEPC

RECURRING MONTHLY

9t h Previous months ARL OHot Sheetsd responses recei
11th Previous month ARL : Hot Sheetsdé responses receiyVv
11th-12t h, Newly Received Monthly ARL OHot Sheetsd dist
upon receipt from the National Office)
Monthly Chapter Educator Reports should be forwarded to District Educator immediately following their
Chapter Monthly Gathering/Social
Chapter Newsletters should be forwarded to District and other Chapters in District, as published
District Newsletter should be forwarded to Chapters in District, District Team, Region Team, as published
Region Newsletter should be forwarded to all Districts within Region N, all Region Directors and National
Officers, as published (Districts should distribute by email the Region Newsletter to all District

Team Members and Chapter Directors within their District)

RECURRING QUARTERLY
5 JANUARY/APRIL/JULY/OCTOBER - District Educator Quarterly Report due to Region Educator
15 APRIL/JJULY/OCTOBER/JANUARY - Region Quarterly Newsletter Nominee due from District MEPC, or

persons responsible for District Newsletter Program, to the Region MEPC

]
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It is our very distinct pleasure to announce
the selection of, and introduce you to

Mike and Dean Stokes

from Mount Holly, North Carolina
2011- 1/ 01 QDFHNM ° M» BNTOKD

Ed & Mary Ann Grazier
Region N Directors

The 2012 2012 Region N Couple of the Yearis . . .
Guess who . .. =

We (Mike & Dean) are so thankful to all for the thoughts, words of kindness, gifts, love, guidance and support frora all of
GWRRA members during this selection process in allowing us to become the ambassadors of Region N in bein@@b2r 20
Region N Couple of the Year.

We are extremely thankful and proud of Evan & Cindy in the great job they have done as the Region N CouplgGtd 2006
have left us big shoes to fill in leading the way as well as all of the other current and former District CouplesN@, @a&th
WV, VA, KY state. You all are winners to us and thanks again for being the outstanding ambassadors of GWRRA as Co
members.

We will try our best to visit each state for District Conventions and Chapter gatherings to see all this coming 201duyear a§
AO0KSRdzZ S Fftt2¢ dzad tfSFHasS R2y Wi 06S dz2aJaSié ¢AGK dza A FRat g §

luxury, but we hope to at least saw you on the road as we make visits of the gatherings, conventions and events thah hayg
planned this upcoming 2012 year.

Thanks, ride safe and have fun

Mike & Dean Stokes
Region N Couple of the Year 2111 2

mikeastokes@gmail.com

deanstokes@eatrthlink.net

ples an
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Region N 2010 2011 Cou

o0Our Swan Songoao

Evan and | watch programs like American Idol, X Factor and The Sing Along where these groups come in and
they all sing acappella. If they do not win they are suppose to sing their Swan Song. Therefore, | looked up Swan
Song to find out exactly what that is.

Legend has it that swans are mut e. But before the
Songo. Well, we are not retiring from GWRRA and h
passed the torch of Region N Couple of the Year to Mike and Dean Stokes.

y [ ¢
opk

| hope that they will enjoy this next year as much as we have enjoyed being the Region N Couple of the Year.
With every facet that we have been through over the last five years, it has been an awesome experience.

The people that we have been able to meet and get to know, had we not been fortunate enough to be apart of this
organization and the couples program we would never have met. | am very grateful to all the opportunities that
have been afforded us and feel very blessed to have been selected as our Chapter Couple, for North Carolina to
select us as their District Couple and to be able to represent our entire region as Region N Couple.

Those are the types of things that five years ago | never thought we would ever be a part of. We are not at all up-
set about not being selected as the International Couple; we would have loved to have been selected for our Re-
gion and our State. However, we just believe that there are other experiences out there for us now to learn and
grow from.

We have been so fortunate to | earn from some of GWRRA
AThank you Aenough to those who supported us along kv
been blessed to have the opportunity to serve in a wonderful organization. We have some of the best of the best!

Remember it is not always about the rideé..But
how you look while your doing it!

| am very proud to be a part of all of this. Evan has
always been my best friend, and we have always
loved to ride. However, when you are a member of
a family such as ours, you love the ride along with
the fun and the fellowship. Just think had we not
joined GWWRA look what all we would have
missed. | know you thought | was going to say look
what you would have missed not knowing us!

No, trust me; we are the ones that would have
missed out! Our thanks to all Region N staff and
especially Ed and Mary Ann Grazier.

—)

Evan & Cindy Parton

Just remember Edéé. No mRltter whatRegi On (\)

Love to all. You are the greatest family. Thanks for 201602011 Cou p|e of the

everything. We will see you on the rode. Continue
to keep us in your thoughts and prayers. You are
all special to us!
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Over the Smokies

Page 10

0Congratsdé to John
NC 201312012 Couple of the Year

Get A Room!!!

Did Alan
win the

lottery, he
sure has

dollar |
signs in W '
his eyes!

North Carolina
Alwaysa
Pleasure to 2011 Convention
Have Bennie
Join us!
Janice, the
Money Lady
NC Couple of the Year Participants
0Cl ass of 20|L16¢6
Venders were EVERYWHERE!
owasa®o

Dance Class . . . Is Now In Session

During closing, Mike Stiger, GWRRA
Director, heralds Wings Over Smokie
as one of the top District Convention$
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